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[ Abstract] Objective Through the retrospective analysis of the forensic assessment cases of drug addict's
death, this article intended to provide reference for the forensic assessment of cases such as these. Methods
Twenty—seven cases of drug addict's death from the judicial identification center of Kunming Medical University
between January 1999 to July 2012 were collected, and the population characteristics, histopathological change,
toxicology, pathology and causes of death of these cases were discussed. Results The dead were mostly young
men 20 to 40 years old. Most of them died in the places lacked of medical conditions. The main cause of death was
acute respiratory failure which was caused by heroin intoxication, and others died of pneumonia, encephalitis,
cardiomyopathy and other complications caused by long—term drug abuse. Conclusions The scientific and
objective forensic identification results must base on the comprehensive autopsy examination and combine the case
information, site investigation as well as the laboratory examination.
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