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The Influence of Stigma and Discrimination from Public of the
Premarital Pregnancy on the Occurrence of Unwanted
Pregnancy in Unmarried Female
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(Kunming Medical University, Kunming Yunnan 650031, China)

[ Abstract] Objective To explore the traditional Chinese attitude to premarital pregnancy on the occurrence
of unwanted pregnancy in 25 migrant unmarried female in Kunming City, and provide basis for improving the quality
of reproductive health service. Methods In this investigation, one of the non—probability sampling methods, the
target sampling, was adopted to get access to 25 subjects with premarital unwanted pregnancy and abortion in 5
public hospitals and 1 private hospital for 8 months from March to November in 2008. Through the case study of
in—depth interview, the subjects' life experience was known objectively and completely. And with the theory of
influencing factors of behavior, the influence of public's discrimination to premarital pregnancy on subjects'
unwanted pregnancy was identified. Results (1) Medical staffs were generally indifferent to the subjects;  (2)
Most of the subjects required abortion used false names;  (3) Migrant unmarried females were more likely to change
their boyfriends and hence more likely to experience unwanted pregnancy. Conclusions This study show that
influenced by Chinese traditional attitudes, these 25 migrant unmarried females are more or less confronted with the
discrimination and indifference from medical staffs, which, to a great extent, lead to the unfaimess, disrespect,
and no acceptation of the medical service. The subjects tend to devalue themselves to self—protect by having abortion
under false names and frequently change boy friends. Because of the personal factors and the huge impact from
public opinions, they underg the high risks of premarital sex, unsafe sex, reproductive canal infections, unwanted

pregnancy, and abortion.
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